
 

 

Agricultural Dust Explosions in 2016* 
 
There were five dust explosions reported in the U.S. in 2016 according to Kingsly Ambrose, Assistant 
Professor, Purdue University. This compares to 8 in 2015 and a ten-year average of 9.2 explosions. 

 
There were 3 fatalities and 8 injured. 

 
The explosions were in 1 feed mill, 2 grain mills and 2 grain elevators. 

 
The probable ignition source was identified in 1 case as a spark, 2 cases as overheating, and 2 
unknowns. 
 
Fuel sources were identified as 3 from grain dust, and 2 unknowns. 

 
Dust explosions occurred in five different states: 1 each in Iowa, Kansas, Indiana, Georgia, and 
Wisconsin 

 
 
Contact Dr. Kingsly Ambrose by e-mail (rambrose@purdue.edu) or telephone (765-494-6599). Address: 
225 S University Street, West Lafayette, IN, 47907. 

 
 
 
 
* This report subject to revision as additional information is received. 
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